
  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 19, 2021 

Please consider making your  offertory  
donations on-line. Visit our website:  

https://olmhighlands.com/online-giving 
for more details. 

olmhighlands.com 

Date  Inten ons  Requested by 

12/19  Jeane e Cody+  Catherine & Steve 
Parnell   

12/22  Open   

12/23  Melvin Wood+  Catherine & Steve 
Parnell   

12/24  Donna Berry  Carmen Allen 

Our Lady of the Mountains 
Weekend of December 12, 2021 

Offertory‐$1974.00   Online giving MTD‐1501.20 

      A endance– 78 
2nd Collec on on December  19th for 

Religious Re rement in Charlo e Diocese 

WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 

Then, just as David leapt and danced before the ancient Ark 
of the covenant that bore precious signs of God’s abiding 
presence, so John leaps in his mother Elizabeth’s womb as 
Mary arrives, a living ark bearing God’s living presence.  

Elizabeth joyfully greets Mary in words that we pray daily in 
the “Hail Mary”: “Blessed are you among women and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb.” Why Mary is so “blessed” 
Elizabeth explains: “Blessed are you who believed that what 
was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Likewise, 
we may dare hope to be “blessed” for “believing that what 
was spoken” to us “by the Lord”‐Jesus’ promise of mercy‐will 
be fulfilled as we share God’s mercy with everyone. For by 
reason of our bap sm and, more immediately and repeated‐
ly, because of our par cipa on in the Eucharist, we too bear 
within ourselves the living Christ. To whom, or to what situ‐
a on, do we need to bear Christ this Christmas? Indeed, 
throughout the year, how selfishly do we set our own con‐
cerns aside? How eagerly‐ “in haste”‐do we, disregarding 
difficul es, traverse whatever dangerous terrain needs con‐
quering to be of service to another?  

Saint of the Week 

Be er that only a few Catholics should be le , staunch 
and sincere in their religion, than that they should, re‐
maining many, desire as it were, to be in collusion with 
the Church’s enemies and in conformity with the open 
foes of our faith. 

St. Peter Canisius, ( 1521‐1597) Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 

Feast Day  December 21 

Defending Conscience Rights Against Vaccine M andates 
 

This Christmas many Catholic employees and families are threatened with the loss of employment, income, 
and livelihood due to employer vaccine mandates which go against their conscience and pro-life beliefs.  To 
support Catholic workers and families and their conscience rights, the Carolina Family Coalition (CFC) is 
organizing a special Defend Your Conscience Rights event on Monday December 20 at 7pm at St. Thomas 
Aquinas parish – Aquinas Hall (1400 Suther Road, Charlotte). The event will feature talks by an attorney, 
impacted workers, and a reflection by a priest on how to suffer for Christ and His teachings.  The event is 
free. CFC is an organization founded in 2018 by Catholic pro-life leaders in Charlotte to defend the family 
against the secular culture.  For questions contact: info@carolinafamiliycoalition.org 

   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

 Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik 
 

Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 

 
Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 

Adele Hopkins, Thelma Petrone, Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald 
Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, and Lucille Devane 

Father’s Column 

W as Christ Born on Decem ber 25th? 
 
 Catholics often hear objections to the historicity of December 25th being the actual 
birthday of Christ. Some say it was an attempt by the first Christian Roman emperor Con-
stantine to christianize the pagan feast of Saturnalia. The problem with this objection is 
that Saturnalia took place from December 17-23. Why, then, choose the 25th?  
 Another challenge is, again, one of mere christianizing a pagan feast, this one being the Dies Natalis 
Solis Invicti or the Day of the Birth of the Unconquered Sun, which was celebrated on December 25th. This 
claim, too, limps as the first evidence of this date comes in 354AD, well after Christmas was being held on 
December 25th. Further, in 354AD, there was no reference to the birthday, but merely the unconquered sun 
itself. A decade later, the Emperor Julian the Apostate, wishing to re-paganize the empire, added the birthday 
element, perhaps as a means of paganizing Christmas. 
 Lastly, some argue that the references to shepherds herding sheep upon the birth of Christ suggest a 
spring birth. However, anyone who has visited Israel during the winter months knows how mild the weather 
can be. I personally swam in the Sea of Galilee in January. Besides, sheep do not take a break in the winter. 
 While tradition and early Church history point to a December 25th birth, is there, then, scriptural evi-
dence? The closest scriptural evidence we have can be seen in Luke 1:5, which describes St. John the Bap-
tist’s father, Zachary, serving as a priest in the Temple during “Abia’s turn of office.” The first high priest, 
Aaron, had twenty-four grandsons, which developed into a twenty-four-part rotating schedule, each unit of 
priests serving for one week. Abia’s unit would serve during the eighth and thirty-second week. Since we 
know exactly when the Temple was destroyed in 70AD and which unit was serving during that week, we can 
follow the schedule back 70 years and see that Abia’s unit would have served in late September.  
 If then Zachariah immediately returned home and conceived John (Lk 1:24) in late September, nine 
months following would be late June. Knowing that Mary conceived six months after Elizabeth (Lk 1:36), 
we can add six months from John’s late June birth (the feastday of his birth is June 24) and we come to late 
December, thus a possible explanation for the traditional date of Christmas.  

Is this argument guaranteed by the weight of the Church’s teaching authority? No, it is merely inter-
esting evidence pointing to the traditional date. 

   [Credit to Taylor Marshall’s online video: “Yes, Jesus was born Dec 25!”]  

Christmas Mass Schedule 2021‐22 

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 

OLM  1:00 pm     St. Jude’s 3:00 pm 

Christmas Day Mass 

St. Jude’s only 10:00 am 

New Year’s Eve Vigil Mass 

St. Jude’s 4:00 pm 

New Year’s Day Mass 

OLM 10:00 am 

Thank you for  

supporting 

our Christ-

mas Giving 

Tree! 


